
 
 
 

                                                                       
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Captain Scott “Red” Flowers 
Captain Scott “Red” Flowers is a lifelong boater, former charter fishing captain, and cancer survivor whose 
experience on the water became the foundation for an extraordinary fundraising mission. Raised around 
commercial fishing and boats, Flowers built decades of hands-on marine experience, including running 
charter fishing operations and captaining vessels up to 70 feet. After his own battle with stage 4 melanoma, 
he was moved by the children he saw undergoing cancer treatment and committed to using his boating 
background to raise awareness and funds for pediatric cancer research. 
 
In 2024, Captain Flowers and his crew completed their first Great Loop 
run—6,500 nautical miles in 19 days, 19 hours, and 50 minutes—raising 
$450,000 for the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation® (NPCF) and 
proving the power of an endurance boating challenge to rally attention 
around pediatric cancer research. 
 
Today, Flowers is focused on the 2026 Great Loop Challenge powered by 
Honda Marine, scheduled to launch August 8, 2026, from Lake Beresford 
Yacht Club in DeLand, Florida. The 2026 effort expands the mission into a 
7,300+ nautical-mile ultra-endurance run aboard a custom-outfitted Portā 
DARK:30 Velocity powered by Honda Marine. Flowers and his crew plan to 
run around the clock—stopping only for fuel, routine maintenance, 
fundraising activities, weather, or safety—as they attempt to set a new 
benchmark around a demanding route spanning the eastern United States, 
Canada, the Mississippi River system, and more open-water exposure than 
the prior challenge. 
 
For Flowers, the 2026 GLC powered by Honda Marine is both an endurance test 
and a mission platform. With Honda Marine serving as title sponsor and providing funding, technical support, 
and twin Honda BF350 V8 high-power outboards, the challenge is designed to showcase real-world 
performance, efficiency, durability, and reliability while raising funds and awareness for the NPCF’s work to 
accelerate clinical trials and advance less toxic, more targeted treatments for children with cancer. 
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Scott Portā 
President and Founder of Portā Products and inventor of the Portā Hydraulic Transom Bracket   
Scott Portā is a marine engineer, inventor, entrepreneur, and multi-time offshore racing World Champion 
whose career spans more than 35 years of innovation in high-performance watercraft. A 1977 graduate of 
New Smyrna Beach High School who went on to study electrical engineering, including two years at The 
Citadel, Portā developed an early foundation in boat manufacturing 
before founding Portā Products Corporation in 1992. There, he 
designed and produced the Portā Hydraulic Transom Bracket—now 
evolved into the Portā Hydraulic Lift System, capable of handling up to 
1,000 HP and 1,500 pounds per engine, boasting a capacity of an 
unlimited number of engines. His work has served clients across 
government, commercial, marine, aviation, telecommunications, and 
industrial sectors, including the U.S. Coast Guard, DEA, US Navy, APBA 
(American Power Boat Association) and he has held six (6) U.S. patents. 
 
Portā’s passion for performance design also has shaped a distinguished 
racing career. He designed and manufactured race hardware, engine 
components, running surfaces, and aerodynamics for several world 
championship offshore race boats. He raced and modified a purpose 
designed running surface on a 32-foot Doug Wright catamaran in the 
Superstock Class. His designs earned numerous national and world titles.  
Portā accomplished: 2017 Offshore Powerboat Association National High Points Champion, Superboat 
International World Champion, APBA Hall of Champions recognition, and an undefeated 2018 season that 
included High Points Champion, World Champion, National Champion, and Triple Crown Winner titles. His 
innovations—often described as an “unfair advantage”—have contributed to numerous Best in Class, 
National Championship, World Championship, Top Gun, and international podium finishes. 
 
In 2022, Portā launched Perfect Storm Technology, Inc., a company focused on integrating leading marine 
technologies to create the Boat of the Future (next-generation vessels). Its first major project with 
OceanCraft Marine/ASIS Boats applied Portā’s race-prepared running surface and triple-engine Portā 
Hydraulic Transom System to an 11.5-meter pursuit and patrol RIB, producing a faster, more fuel-efficient, 
data-proven platform with a markedly improved ride. He now is applying that same approach to the “Portā 
DARK:30 Velocity powered by twin Honda BF350s , a custom-built platform for the 2026 Great Loop 
Challenge powered by Honda Marine. The vessel pairs a proven Velocity 30 performance hull with a purpose-
built configuration for speed, endurance, tactical utility, and real-world testing, powered by Honda BF350 V8 
outboards and supported by a broad partner ecosystem spanning propulsion, construction, safety, 
navigation, communications, stabilization, and human factor technologies. 
 
His role in the 2026 GLC powered by Honda Marine brings together his racing heritage, Portā Products 
innovation, and Perfect Storm philosophy in support of a mission-driven endurance run for the National 
Pediatric Cancer Foundation® (NPCF). In 2024, Portā joined the Great Loop Challenge team, donated the 
Portā Hydraulic Transom System used on the Canyon Bay 26, and helped the crew break the prior Great Loop 
record while raising $450,000 for the NPCF. By combining the Portā DARK:30 Velocity powered by Honda 
Marine with Honda propulsion and participating technologies from companies including Sharrow Marine, 
Seakeeper RIDE, Velocity Powerboats, Raymarine, FLIR, Ullman Dynamics, David Clark Company, and many 
other corporate partners; Portā is helping build a vessel designed to collect performance data, withstand 
thousands of miles of changing conditions, and help raise awareness for children battling cancer. 
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https://portaproducts.com/


Jim “Slim” Berns 
Vice President of Operations, Sharrow Marine 
Jim “Slim” Berns is Vice President of Operations at Sharrow Marine, a U.S. Coast 
Guard 100-Ton Master Captain, and a lifelong boater whose work bridges hands-on 
marine testing, customer experience, and operational leadership. His commitment 
to the 2026 Great Loop Challenge powered by Honda Marine also is deeply 
personal: when he was 14, his 25-year-old brother, Peter, passed away after battling 
cancer. Nearly five decades later, Berns carries Peter’s memory into the mission, 
viewing every mile as an opportunity to raise awareness and support for pediatric 
cancer research. 
 
Born and raised in the Detroit area as the youngest of five siblings, Berns studied 
Business Administration at Michigan State University while building what would 
become Berns Landscaping Services. Founded in 1982, the company grew into one 
of Southeast Michigan’s premier landscape management, design, construction, and 
snow-and-ice management firms. Along the way, he served for many years as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Michigan Green Industry Association, 
including three years as Chair of the Board, and has been an active member of 
Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO) for more than 20 years, an experience he credits 
with helping shape the leader and person he is today. 
 
Berns joined Sharrow Marine in 2021 as a Test Captain, conducting propeller performance testing on Lake St. 
Clair and logging thousands of hours evaluating vessel performance in the demanding conditions of the Great 
Lakes. His responsibilities expanded well beyond testing, leading to his promotion to Vice President of 
Operations in 2025. Today, he oversees boat shows and in-water demonstrations throughout North America 
while also supporting select international events. He works across customer experience, manufacturing 
operations, product testing, and dealers, OEM partners, and customer relationships to help deliver an 
exceptional boating experience. Throughout his career, Berns has been guided by a simple philosophy: build 
trust, solve problems, and leave every customer, teammate, organization, and community better than he 
found them. 
 
For the 2026 Great Loop Challenge powered by Honda Marine, Berns joins Captain Scott “Red” Flowers, Scott 
Portā, and Chris Geib aboard Portā DARK:30 Velocity for a 7,300-plus-nautical-mile ultra-endurance 
circumnavigation of North America. While the voyage will showcase innovation, teamwork, endurance, and 
real-world marine performance, Berns believes its greatest purpose extends beyond the water: every 
conversation, every port, every supporter, and every mile traveled has the potential to help advance research 
that gives children and their families more tomorrows. 
 
 

Christopher Geib  
Chief Development Officer at the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation® 
(NPCF) 
As Chief Development Officer at the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation® 
(NPCF) headquartered in Tampa, Florida, Christopher Geib leads development 
strategy and a multi-channel fundraising portfolio in support of pediatric 
cancer research. Since joining the NPCF’s development leadership team in 
2019, Geib has advanced through key roles including Director of Development, 
Chief Corporate Development Officer, and Chief Development Officer, bringing 
more than 15 years of experience across nonprofit development, business 
development, sales, marketing, sponsorships, and strategic partnerships. 

Jim “Slim” Berns 

Christopher Geib 

https://www.sharrowmarine.com/
https://nationalpcf.org/


 
In his role, Geib works to cultivate corporate partners, sponsors, donors, and community relationships that 
help fund the NPCF’s mission to develop less toxic, more targeted treatments for children fighting cancer. His 
work supports signature initiatives such as the 2026 Great Loop Challenge powered by Honda Marine, which 
benefits NPCF and helps elevate The Sunshine Project, NPCF’s collaborative research initiative uniting 
physicians and scientists from leading hospitals to accelerate clinical trials and improve outcomes for 
children. For the 2026 GLC, Geib helps connect the mission of pediatric cancer research with a broad coalition 
of sponsors, donors, participating partners, boating communities, and media audiences. The campaign will 
use live route updates, fundraising milestones, local storytelling opportunities, and post-run activities during 
National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month to keep momentum focused on children and families affected 
by cancer.  
 

# # # 
 

About Honda Marine 
Honda Marine, a division of Honda Power Sports & Products, markets a complete range of four-stroke marine 
outboard motors from 2.3 to 350 horsepower. Honda Marine pioneered four-stroke engine technology and 
has designed and built four-stroke outboards for more than 60 years, setting benchmarks for fuel efficiency, 
quiet operation and low emissions. The full line of current production models meets California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) 3-star standards, enabling availability and regulatory compliance in all 50 states. 
 
Follow Honda Marine news and video on:  
marine.honda.com 
hondanews.com 
www.facebook.com/hondamarine 
www.youtube.com/honda 
www.linkedin.com/company/honda-marine/ 
@hondamarine_USA  

 
About Portā Products 
Portā Products Corporation, founded in 1980 by offshore racing world champion Scott Portā, is a New 
Smyrna Beach, Florida-based marine technology and innovation company specializing in high-performance 
and industrial outboard mounting systems and advanced vessel running surface technologies. Best known for 
the Portā Hydraulic Transom Systems, the company engineers solutions that help optimize shallow-water 
capability, fuel efficiency, speed, handling and endurance across recreational, commercial, military and 
government marine applications. Building on decades of race-proven design experience, Portā Products also 
advances performance-focused hull and shock-mitigation technologies through Portā Performance and 
Perfect Storm; a company that combines all available technology into each application. 
 
About Sharrow Marine 
Sharrow Marine, a subsidiary of parent company Sharrow Engineering, is a Detroit-based company that 
manufactures and delivers high-performance marine propulsion systems to customers around the globe. 
Holding more than 200 patents worldwide, the company is best known for revolutionizing boat propulsion by 
inventing the award-winning Sharrow™ Propeller. Recognized as the first major advancement in propeller 
technology since the 1830s, its unique, loop-like design significantly improves fuel efficiency (up to 30 
percent), reduces noise (up to 80 percent), and eliminates vibration compared to traditional props.  
 
About The National Pediatric Cancer Foundation® (NPCF) 
Established in 1991, the NPCF is dedicated to ending childhood cancer. Through its Sunshine Project™, NPCF 
unites top physicians and scientists from 41 of the nation's best hospitals to develop and fund 

http://www.hondamarine.com/
http://hondanews.com/
http://www.facebook.com/hondamarine
http://www.youtube.com/honda
http://www.linkedin.com/company/honda-marine/
https://www.instagram.com/hondamarine_usa/
https://portaproducts.com/
https://www.sharrowmarine.com/


groundbreaking research to help find less toxic and more targeted treatments for children battling cancer. 
The NPCF is recognized as the top-rated cancer charity in the U.S. by Charity Navigator, holding a perfect 
100% score for financial health and transparency. Discover more at NationalPCF.org.  
 
Follow the NPCF / 2026 GLC news and video on: 
Facebook 
Instagram 
LinkedIn 
YouTube 
X   

 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=4253694-1&h=917004955&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalpcf.org%2F&a=NationalPCF.org
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Great-Loop-Challenge-100067380146849/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9Gii3bMlZK/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pediatric-cancer-foundation/
https://www.youtube.com/user/pcfcure
https://x.com/PediatricCancer

